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Intergovernmental 
Organization 
Specialized in Customs 
Matters 

 

Established in 1952 as 
Customs Cooperation 
Council (CCC) 

 

Headquarters in 
Brussels, Belgium 

 

179 members  (as of 
Mar. 2014) 

 

4 



179 Members divided into 6 regions 

Europe 

Americas Asia Pacific 

East &  
Southern Africa  

North Africa,  
Near & Middle East 

West &  
Central Africa 

Responsible for processing 98% of international trade 



Afghanistan 

Australia 

Bangladesh 

Bhutan 

Brunei 
Darussalam 

Cambodia 

China 

Fiji 

India 

Indonesia 

Iran 
Japan Korea 

Laos 

Malaysia 

Maldives 

Mongolia 

Myanmar 

Nepal 

New Zealand 

Pakistan 

Papua New Guinea 

Philippines 

Samoa 

Singapore 

Sri Lanka 

Thailand 

Timor Leste 

Tonga Vanuatu 

Vietnam 

Macau 
Hong Kong  

•Green :Vice Chair 

•Blue: ROCB 

•Orange: RTCs 



• Established in Sep. 2004 (10 years !) 
 

• Better planning and delivery of CB in A/P 
region 
 

• Operated by members’ voluntary 
contribution 
 

• 8 full-time staff members (from 5 
countries) (as of Mar. 2014) 
 

• Work with WCO , Development Partners, 
regional members and RTCs 





Increasing trade volume 

Widened customs responsibility 

Contribution to social and economic prosperity  
              This Can Only Be Tackled By 
e.g. 

Use of risk management, 

Use of ICT, 

International Co-operation, 

Partnership with Business   

with 

Trained, Skilled, Motivated and Better Managed staff 



Economic 

Competitiveness 

Package 

Revenue  

Package       

             

Compliance and 

Enforcement 

Package 

Organizational 

Development 

Package 

New Vision 

Adopted in 

June 2013 ! 



The WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation (ATF) contains 13 Articles 

regarding Trade Facilitation in Section I and S&D treatment for developing 

countries and Least-Developed Countries in Section II.  The ATF deals 

almost entirely with Customs-related topics. 

Section I 

Art.1 Publication and availability of information 

Art.2 Consultation 

Art.3 Advance ruling 

Art.4 Appeal/Review procedures 

Art.5 Other measures for transparency etc. 

Art.6 Fee and Charges 

Art.7 Release and Clearance of goods 

Art.8 Border Agency Cooperation 

Art.9 Movement of goods intended for import 

Art.10 Formalities 

Art.11 Transit 

Art.12 Customs cooperation 

Art.13 Institutional Arrangement  

            (TF Committee) 

Section II  

Special and Differential Treatment  

for Developing Countries and Least 

Developed Countries 

 

o Rules about Categories A, B and C 

o Assistance for Capacity Building 

o Information to be submitted to the TF 

Committee 

o Final provision 
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WTO ATF RKC ECP WCO 
Activities 

WCO activities cover a wide range of Customs matters including economic 

competitiveness, compliance and enforcement, revenue collection and 

organizational development. 
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Revised 
Kyoto 

Convention 

The WCO has developed a number of instruments and tools, which respond to 
Members’ needs as regards WTO ATF implementation.  The WCO is continuing  to 
develop and fine-tune an inter-active guidance tool designed to helps Customs 
implement the WTO ATF. 

SAFE  
Framework of 

Standards 

Time 
Release 

Study Guide 

Single Window 
Compendium 

Data Model Globally 
 Networked 

Customs 

Risk 
Management 
Compendium 

Post 
Clearance 

Audit 
Guidelines 

Examples of WCO tools 

Upcoming 

Coordinated 
Border 

Management 
Compendium 

 
  

Transit 
Handbook 

 
 
  

Customs/ 
Business 

Partnership 
Guidelines 

 
  

… 

WCO tools to support ATF 

CLiKC 

Project Map 
Database 

Capacity 
Building 

Development 
Compendium 

http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/instrument-and-tools/conventions/pf_revised_kyoto_conv/kyoto_new.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/instrument-and-tools/tools/safe_package.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/~/media/WCO/Public/Global/PDF/Topics/Facilitation/Instruments and Tools/Tools/Time Release Study/Time_Release _Study_ENG.ashx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/single-window/single-window-guidelines.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/instrument-and-tools/tools/pf_tools_datamodel.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/gnc.aspx


Example – Risk Management 

The WTO ATF obliges Members, to the 
extent possible,  to adopt or maintain a risk 
management system for Customs control. 

The RKC sets out principles of 
Customs risk management and the 
RKC Guidelines cover technical 
aspects of risk management and 
Customs control. 

The Risk Management 
Compendium introduces detailed 
and technical information on risk 
management, based on practices 
and experiences of WCO 
Members. 
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http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/instrument-and-tools/conventions/pf_revised_kyoto_conv/kyoto_new.aspx


2013 Dec Feb March June July Autumn December 

WTO 
ATF 

WTO 
Meetings 

WCO 
Meetings 

Supporting 
Tools 

Capacity 
Building 

Conclusion 
of ATF 

PC (Dublin 
Resolution) 

Donor 
coordination 

meeting 

Preparatory 
Committee 

Implementation 
Guide 

CBM Compendium 
Transit Handbook 
                          etc. 

Needs identification for 2014/2015 
(requirements from Members) 

Capacity building delivery for Trade Facilitation 

(Preparatory) 
WG 

PTC 

CBC 

PC & 
Council 

Adoption of 
ATF 

Working 
Group 

PTC PC 

Legal review 
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• Purpose 

–Identify bottleneck processes affecting 
customs release 

–Establishing baseline TF performance 
measurement 

–Identify opportunities for TF 
improvement, etc. 

• Scope 

–From arrival to release of cargo 





• Possible use of Study Results 

– Procedures, Process, & Legislation 

• Diagnose the efficiency of specific 
customs procedures, etc. 

– Organization 

• Reallocate staff and resources for optimal 
utilization, etc. 

– Performance Measurement & PR 

• Benchmark trade facilitation 
performance levels, etc. 



Thank you for your 
attention 

ROCB A/P Contact : 
miyoshi@rocbap.org 

http://rocb.wcoasiapacific.org 
 

To be detailed in following sessions! 

mailto:jameskkwong@rocbap.org
http://rocb.wcoasiapacific.org/

